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and then voted for the Maynooth grant, was
ready to take office again, and in December 1845
he was installed in the Colonial Department, when
the failure of the Irish potato crop was making
the immediate repeal of the Corn Laws in-
evitable. Unfortunately, the Duke of Newcastle
did not see the necessity for this economic revolu-
tion, and Gladstone lost his first seat. So, though
a Cabinet Minister, he was without a seat, and
did not sit by Peel during the famous division
which overthrew his Government (taken nomin-
ally on an Irish Coercion Bill and on the very
evening that the Corn Bill passed through the
Lords), when the Tories split the Tory Party on a
subject which was worth a split-on the final
struggle between the old England and the new,
and when, in the famous words of Disraeli, " the
Manners, the Somersets, the Bentincks, the Low-
thers, and the Lennoxes passed before him [Peel]
... if his heart were hardened to Sir Charles
BurrdJ, Sir William Jolifie, Sir Charles Knightly,
Sir John Trollope, Sir Edward Kerrison, Sir
John Tyrifl, he surely must have had a pang
when his eye rested on Sir John Yarde Buller, his
choice and pattern country gentleman, whom he
himself had selected and invited some six years
back to move a vote of want of confidence in the
Whig Government, in order, against the feeling of
the court, to install Sir Robert Peel inFtheir stead,
** They tooped on: all the men of mettle, the
large-acred squares, whose spirit he had so often